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TAPE 36 /
Side A, 5 3/8 - £/

15 JAN 1979

STAT MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM: D C I

I need to get that evaluation of the loss of capability

é#i%ﬁr r | In conjunction with that, I would like to know whether the

STAT | |has ever been operational and what it is going to take to

make it operational today.

Jmﬁ“}SC{Q To Dc [

Vit |5 TR 79,
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commitment, if you will.®:

The: ranks of the. retired: lnclude
many whot blame-: Colby. for:- - those:
problems, particularly his handling as

- director of;the gensational CIA.scam:
dals in 1975, Colby, an. adroit political
operator, went pubnc with the agen-
cy’s embarrassing sins- as a way to
calm the country and: assure it that.
the ugly past was truly- past. Whether
Colby’s strategy made things better or
worse for the agency- is still-a hot
topic among-old boys-who believe; in
any case, that be violated the cardinal
rules of. “clandestinity," as one- ~Qf
them calls it. .

'Colby and others take the current
distress over security and turn it into
another argument in favor of a..éon-
gressi.onal charter for the CIA, includ-

ng expanded powers of self-policing:

“UntiL ‘weiget a statute passed:and

have some better discipline over-em::

ployes, you're not uomg to- aolv -that

problem % Colby said. - : :
Titical

: pprove:a new-‘controlling
charterfor CIA. Many -of its-partisans;
are arguing that'nnw is the time:to-let
the.-agency:: slide < quistly back in%n
something - resembling -~ thev, :
cover” that is enjoyed ﬁn.- 25-years

Thomas. Powers; anthorof: a: forth-
coming biography:of Helmis;’ suggests:
there is-a kind of” psychic revenge: ifi::
volved in- ail;the: seary gossip emanat~
ing from- pepple who used.: to: pride
themselves on total secrecy.: g
. “My own-feeling -is that it’ .the in-t
telligence community’s way  of getting’
back “at.-the - public,” }Powers- said.
“It’s. a way of.saying that you've. got. .
to leave us: alone, and let us do- 3 LN
Sée -‘what.. happens “when you ‘Gpen;
Pandora’s: box—alk. these ugly things
come - out.”™ R iy

In a-sense; the- pubhc is«n ear.,
.ing:bits-and' pieeas‘of a discreet war"
‘that"has: gone o :secretly * within:the
‘CIA: for nearly ‘two; gecades. Epste
book,. ﬁx‘particular dl ? inflaxy:
traordinary’detail: the'long-debate be
tweeni/the:;CTA’s- counterintelligence-
shopfunder" Jamesi:J. Angletony and
foreignintelligence;ofticers> ‘such: as
Colby: who. thought: Angleton’sf--folks
-saw:iRed ;‘agents. . .under, every: ’bed.
Colby. fired Angleton is<1975 an 'rea«
organized counterintelligence;: the. “ars
‘gument:still. rages over: whethere:CoH
by’s action crippled’ the agency’s secu-

- sin (code-named. .Stone) reported th5t~
P &rt"wﬁx« hagn g ¥

~
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_Helmg’ friends feel.the . ex-director:
+if Colby. had.handled thé whole busi\

%moles”. may-help attain some. politis:

.The-FBL is:campaigning . again for
_""more‘ agents...to. chase. down, Soviet

ition talks are using this stibject as yet:
“another. reason not to. trist the: Ry
‘sianss TheofﬂciaLintel]igence commue!

a-mole” had. gained access.into-the
agency'’s vital core: The search for the:
-“mole” began in earnest complicated:
by other--Russian- defectors. who-.fol--
lowed, telling a bewildering series ot
contradictory stories. - . .

While counterintelligence- scruti-
nized each defector for hard truth,
suspicions also were raised about fel
low CIA officers: According to varions
sources, at least three officers ot some-
rank have come undep’ suspicmu as.

“moles” at different times and, while
the evidence did not convince the CIA
that any of these men were disloyal
each case left a:residue of ambiguity
or continuing- suspicion. Some«peoph
are still rattling those old skeletons. :

In his- memoirs, “Honorable Men,"
Colby described how the internal sus
picions raised by counterintelliggnce.
officers “were actually hurting" »tthoa
agency’s ability to- operate. s

“One -[officer]-had come’under .,Su
picion through a.gross leap-in logie,.:
Colby wrote.:'“A’ - defector- ‘had-jre-
marked that the Soviets were in cons
tact with a CTA"officer in a‘ particular
city. By a proeess of elimination, sus-
picion had settled'on this one: Buti'ab-.»
solutely 'no othery ev:dence‘was everq
found to support- it, even: "aftér care-j
ful - check:~Nonetheless,. thei officer
-was sent off:to: a distant and dead-end:;-

In any case; the bad bifa between i
Angleton’s admirers: and: Colby’s con-
_tributes: a: lot” of the- poisoni.to the
present-atmosphere.: So. doés. the bad]
bile-between Colby and.- Helms,  who-|
was convicted: of lying to the Senater.

.would never.-have.faced. this.disgrace

el

ness of secrets- dlfferently. Soired
‘In. the. short. run,. this. new feart of

cal objectives for.variaus: ‘interests.

“spiesi” Opponents ‘of,.the " arms Iimitaa

‘nity is fortifled”in its quest.for: :gtiffers
secrecy restrictions::The climateof
-suspicion may help persuade: Congréss
-that, justas:in.the old . days,’ it really:
doesn’t want ¢ know all. of:; the dirty
secrets -after: izt
In = the:y long;amn, ever,zﬁ, the-.
a“mole” theory ‘also - may damage-the
:CIA, if it ereates ‘anothier . layer of’

pubhc paranoia’ about: Secret opera-.
.Hons:and _agency ‘rustworthiness,; ;-

ol. -
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